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Trinity Church San Diego 

How To Series 

Part 1  

How To Read The Bible  1

A. For keys in approaching scripture 

1. What did the text mean to the original audience? 
2. What are the differences between the biblical audience and us? 
3. What is the theological principle in this text? 
4. How does our theological principle fit with the rest of the Bible? 
5. How should individual ChrisHans today live out the theological 

principles?  

Example  

Josh 1: 1 ALer the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said 
to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now 
then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into 
the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. 3 I will give you 
every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your 
territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great 
river, the Euphrates—all the HiWte country—to the Mediterranean Sea 
in the west. 5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of 
your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave 
you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead 
these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 
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7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my 
servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the leL, 
that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the 
Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may 
be careful to do everything wri^en in it. Then you will be prosperous 
and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your 
God will be with you wherever you go.” 

1. What did the text mean to the original audience? 

2. What are the differences between the biblical audience and us? 

3. What is the theological principle in this text? 

4. How does our theological principle fit with the rest of the Bible? 

5. How should individual ChrisHans today live out the theological 
principles?  
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B. Things to look for in sentences 

1. RepeHHon of Words 

1 John 2:15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone 
loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 16 For everything in 
the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and 
its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever. 

2. Contrasts  

Pro 14:31 Whoever oppresses the poor shows contempt for their 
Maker, 
    but whoever is kind to the needy honors God. 
Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the giL of God is eternal life 
in[a] Christ Jesus our Lord. 

3. Comparisons 

Prov 25:26 Like a muddied spring or a polluted well 
    are the righteous who give way to the wicked. 

4. Lists 

Gal 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against 
such things there is no law. 

5. Cause and effect  
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Prov 15:1 A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word sHrs up 
anger. 

6. Figures of speech  

Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 

7. ConjuncHons 

Rom 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God
—this is your true and proper worship. 

8. Verbs 

Col 3:1 Since, then, you have been raised (passive) with Christ, set 
(acHve) your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. 

9. Pronouns  

Eph 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in 
Christ. 

  

  Source material: Grasping God’s Word by J. Sco^ Duvall and J. Daniel Hays - Zondervan Academic 20121


